
    
 

 

Are you interested in working with communities to improve our green spaces and promote bio-diversity 

and wellbeing? 

Do you have organising and research skills? 

If so, please get in touch as we have a new post based at the University of Exeter, Penryn Campus, 

starting in January 2020, to end 31 May 2020 

      Contact Jane on j.wills2@exeter.ac.uk or Ros on R.Shaw@exeter.ac.uk 

 

Using nature to foster stronger communities: Post-Doctoral Research Associate 

The aim of the project is to engage with the public to improve biodiversity and the quality of public open 
spaces in Helston, Launceston and Newquay in Cornwall. Working with a range of public sector and 
community partners in each town, the project aims to foster public engagement in the co-design, co-
monitoring and co-evaluation of improvements made to public open space, and to learn lessons from the 
activity for subsequent work. The post-holder will organise two workshops in each town to co-design a 
public open space with local residents and to then feedback on the designs and decide how to develop co-
monitoring and management of the space in future.  

The post-holder will be supervised by Professor Jane Wills (CGES and ESI) supported by the project 
partners and ecological expertise provided by Professor Juliet Osborne and Dr Rosalind Shaw (ESI). There is 
an expectation to produce a report to summarise the evidence collected as well as emphasising the 
implications for co-designing place-based activity in future.  

Job Description 

 Coordinate and maintain good working relationships between all project partners. 
 Design and manage the project planning and delivery.   
 Organise two co-design workshops in each town. 
 Coordinate the evaluation of all activity, including co-design of methods to measure the impact of 

the project on the participants, local communities and the biodiversity of the sites. 
 Ensure rigorous record keeping, overseeing data collection and carrying out subsequent analysis. 
 Contribute to the production of a report summarising the project findings for a wider audience in 

local government, the community and voluntary sector in, and beyond, Cornwall. 

 

This position is short-term and part-time or full-time work can be negotiated dependent on funding 

conditions. 
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